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ABC DentAl Gives BACk
ABC Dental presented $1,000.00 to Mrs. Harris on June 27. Distributed 
as; $400-Madison High School, $400-Dowling Middle School and $200- 
South Houston Concerned Citizens Coalition.

The donation was for the “Annual spring Festival” held on March 16th 2013 
in Townwood Park sponsored by the District K Office and the SHCCC.

When driving through Five Corners District, I see visible changes in the 
landscape.  There is a noticeable absence of bandit signs in the medians 
and the grass had been carefully cut and edged.  Graffiti in our District is 
almost non-existent.  The implementation of our porter service has proved 
to be a great first step.

These are subtle, but obvious indications that the District is moving in the 
right direction. Have you noticed?  Others have, and already, I’ve received 
positive feedback that people like what they’re seeing. The beautification of 
our landscape elevates the image of the District and helps move us forward 
toward achieving our planned goals.

You may not always be able to see what the District is 
accomplishing, but be assured that we are constantly striving 
to make the District a great place to live, work and do business. 

We already know it’s a great place for education, and you can’t build a great District without good schools. From 
the Martin Luther King Early Childhood Center on West Fuqua to the Houston Community College South Campus 
on Airport Boulevard, there are excellent educational opportunities within our District for all ages.

This year, Sonja Williams, Principal at James Madison High School in our District was recognized with the 
Principal of the Year award from HISD for her instructional leadership, efforts to boost student achievement, and 
her outstanding contributions to the school District and the community.  At Fondren Elementary, Principal Mike 
Walker received top honors from the state with an HEB Excellence award in May, which included a $10,000 prize 
and a $25,000 grant for his school.

In addition to our continued focus on education, we’re also dedicated to keeping families safe and businesses 
secure, so the District has taken the extra step toward ensuring public safety first by contracting with S.E.A.L. 
Security to provide additional support for local law enforcement in the District.  S.E.A.L. is a company with years 
of experience securing American business interests overseas, and they have brought their expertise back home 
to help protect local communities as well.
 
Once we have clearly established that the District is clean, safe and a place where businesses can thrive, we 
will trumpet this message to the rest of the city and begin to work in earnest on new business development. 
Along South Post Oak and West Orem, we already have several new businesses that have opened recently and 
we would like to welcome them. We encourage you to support these businesses and other local merchants within 
the District.

As we venture toward our goals of improvements in the District, we welcome your constructive 
comments and suggestions, and we hope you will share your feedback on our progress. 

“The objective of the Five Corners District is to create neighborhoods that are stable that are safe and that are 
21st century,” the councilman said. “We’re making sure that we have a District that’s focused on public safety, 
beautification, environmental design and economic development by attracting quality businesses and quality 
residential projects to our area.”  — Larry Green -Councilman District K - City of Houston

Council Member Larry Green’s “Economic Development & Community Breakfast” 
Saturday, October 12 @ 8:30am -11am at Brentwood Baptist Church

13033 Landmark  Houston, TX 77045 at the Joe Samuel Ratliff Lifelong Activity Center
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SAVE THE DATE!! 



Paul Reese of S.E.A.L. reported on his company’s first two weeks of providing 
supplemental security for the District, which included officers introducing themselves to 
business owners as well as HPD substation officers to alert them of their new role. Reese 
explained that S.E.A.L. officers had also met with security personnel at local apartments 
that had been classified as hot spots for criminal activity and had inspected a truck stop 
and hotels where gang activity and prostitution had been reported.
 
Some hotels and game room operators “don’t want our services,” explained Officer 
Mendoza of S.E.A.L., who added that “a lot of shady stuff was going on in the game 
rooms” around the District. After S.E.A.L. visited one game room on West Orem, someone 
from another private security company called to complain that the S.E.A.L. officers were 
“scaring away our customers.” Because of loitering and public alcohol consumption, 
S.E.A.L. will continue to monitor the property, he said. 

As a part of the District’s clean and green initiatives, the District has contracted with 
vendors who work to abate graffiti and litter in the District. The District also has a 
dedicated crew who report street light outages to CenterPoint. These initiatives not only 
help to keep the community cleaner and safer but they also help with civic pride and 
encourage businesses and residents not already participating in these efforts to do the 
same.

Since the beginning of the year another 274 sites were abated and over 1,277 sites since 
program inception in 2011. Thanks to all of our community partners who actively assist 
us in reporting incidents. We encourage all residents and businesses to join the effort 
in helping us eradicate graffiti from the District by reporting to 3-1-1 or going on-line to 
www.5CornersDistrict.org and reporting incidences via the “submit an issue” button on 
the home page.  We are also working closely with our graffiti abatement contractor, our 
S.E.A.L. security patrols and HPD to identify and prosecute the individuals responsible 
for graffiti in our District.

Since program inception in October of last year over 290 miles of right-of-way have 
been de-littered and 164 miles of right-of-way have been mowed. The crews have also 
removed over 15,000 pounds of trash from the areas and collected over 2,000 illegal 
bandit signs. Look for the crews while they are in the community by watching for the Five 
Corners District at Work signs and let them know they are doing a good job!  

The S.E.A.L. staff also reported on a gas station in the area where suspicious activity-
-possibly prostitution and gambling--may be ongoing in a back room. The officers also 
stopped at the local YMCA on West Orem because of complaints from the manager 
about a rash of break-ins there and found a door unsecure, but no evidence of a 
break-in. Less than a week later, officers responded to a call about a burglary of a 
motor vehicle at the same location, Reese said. During their initial two-week period of 
monitoring the District, 11 criminal trespass warnings were issued, he reported.

ASE representatives gave a demonstration of their real-time remote viewing surveillance 
cameras that provide a higher quality picture than analog cameras. Video data is stored 
for 14 days and can be accessed by and shared with local law enforcement officers, they 
said. One camera is currently in place on West Fuqua, but the committee discussed 
the possibility of using cameras to track illegal dumping activity along Anderson Road.

HPD Officer Carl Noon talks about 
crime statistics in the District, 
which he characterizes as largely 
residential, so burglaries are one of 
the most frequently reported crimes. 

THE FIVE CORnERS PuBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MET FRIDAY, JunE 7 WITH AREA 
LAW EnFORCEMEnT OFFICERS AnD S.E.A.L. SECuRITY TO HEAR REPORTS On 
CRIME STATISTICS AnD PREVEnTIOn InITIATIVES. COMMITTEE CHAIRMAn VERnOn 
SMITH AnD FIVE CORnERS DIRECTOR OF SERVICES ALLEn GOODLOW PRESIDED OVER THE MEETInG, WHICH WAS 
ATTEnDED BY HOuSTOn POLICE DEPARTMEnT OFFICERS; REPRESEnTATIVES FROM THE nEW SECuRITY SERVICE 
COnTRACTOR, S.E.A.L;  AnD THE STAFF OF ASE SECuRITY MOBILE SuRVEILLAnCE SOLuTIOnS. 

sAFetY
tiRZPUBliC

COMMittee HeARs RePORts On

CRiMe ReDUCtiOn

keePinG tHe DistRiCt 
CleAn & GReen

GRAFFiti ABAteMent

litteR ABAteMent

Before & After Graffiti Abatement

The District has contracted with SMC Logistics to tour the community and report 
all street light outages to CenterPoint. To date they have reported 1,353 outages to 
CenterPoint. A report as to the number of the lights that have been corrected will be 
included in subsequent newsletters. 

OUtAGe RePORtinG:
stReet liGHts

To assist us in our efforts you can report litter, graffiti and street light outages to the 
Director of Services, Allen Goodlow at AGoodlow@5CornersDistrict.org or 713.595.1244.  
You may also report at www.5CornersDistrict.org via the “submit an issue” link on the home page.  



tiRZ

FROM eARlY CHilDHOOD & PRe-sCHOOl eDUCAtiOn 
tO wORlD-ClAss COlleGe PRePARAtORY 
sCHOOls AnD A COMMUnitY COlleGe, 
tHe Five CORneRs COMMUnitY 
is tHe site OF MAnY 
eDUCAtiOnAl OPPORtUnities. 

wHen YOU ARe OUt AnD ABOUt DRivinG 
tHROUGH tHe AReA YOU will see  A new 
BillBOARD sOOn wHiCH will Be instAlleD 
tHe week OF sePteMBeR 9 AnD RUn tHROUGH 
tHe enD OF tHe YeAR.  tHe MARketinG 
COMMittee wAnts tO MAke sURe tHAt FOlks 
knOw tHe BOARD OF DiReCtORs is wORkinG 
HARD On iMPleMentinG tHe visiOn FOR tHe 
COMMUnitY AnD tHAt tHeY ARe in YOUR 
CORneR. lOOk FOR tHe new MessAGe On 
HiRAM ClARke AnD west OReM AnD let Us 
knOw wHAt YOU tHink.     

The Imani School provides stimulated early learning for children from six weeks to three years.  The MLK 
Early Childhood Center is part of HISD and offers bilingual and English as a Second Language classes 
for four-year-olds, collaborating with a neighborhood Centers Head Start Program. Students may qualify 
to enroll at MLK on the basis of homelessness, proficiency in English, and economic need. 

The District also contains the campus of the Billy Reagan K-8 Education Center, middle school, and 
high school. A new Dowling Middle School at 14000 Stancliff St. will begin construction in 2014, and 
Madison High School is due for a major reconstruction within the next four years. Madison’s principal, 
Sonja Williams, was named HISD’s Principal of the Year in 2013. HISD also maintains one satellite 
administration building within Five Corners and its Marcile Hollingsworth Science Center is a resource 
for the biology and other science materials required by the District’s K-12 students. 
 
YES, which stands for Youth Engaged in Service, began as an HISD program in 1995, and since 1998 has 
been operating as a state charter school. In 2001, the school began successfully graduating 100% of its 
seniors and acceptance to a four-year college is now a standard component of its graduation plan. Just south 
of the Five Corners District border, the YES College Preparatory SW campus serves grades 6 -12.

Students looking to launch their college education with a good 
foundation of the basics may choose one of Houston Community 
College campuses throughout the Houston Metropolitan Area, 
and the South Campus (Willie Lee Gay Hall) is a convenient 
place for students living in Five Corners to start. Additionally, 
the Accelerated Indisciplinary Intermediate Academy is a charter 
school program that serves elementary and middle school students. 
A-Plus Preparatory School is a private learning center. St. Benedict 
provides religious education and The Leader’s Academy is a state 
charter school for grades 7-12. 

Making improvements to a community and its infrastructure requires more than careful planning 
—it requires a funding source. That’s why the Five Corners District is excited that the Houston City 
Council has created the Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone (TIRZ).
 
Five Corners’ board of directors and staff  have been working with the City of Houston and with 
Councilman Larry Green to develop a project plan and finance plan for the creation of the TIRZ 
with the potential for bringing in dollars to fund more than $100 million in needed infrastructure 
projects over the next 30 years, David Hawes, Five Corners General Manager added.
 
The city defines a TIRZ as a special zone created by City Council to attract new investment to an 
area. TIRZs help finance the cost of redevelopment and encourage development in an area that 
would otherwise not attract sufficient market development in a timely manner. Taxes attributable to 
new improvements (tax increments) are set aside in a fund to finance public improvements within 
the boundaries of the zone.

“We are very pleased that the City Council voted to create the TIRZ in late July. now that the TIRZ 
has been created, it will provide a revenue stream to fund needed sidewalk and street improvement 
projects in Five Corners.”

FOR Five CORneRs PROjeCts
PROviDinG FUnDinG

“OnE OF THE MOST IMPORTAnT ROLES OF A DISTRICT IS 

TO LEVERAGE DOLLARS. THEY CAn GET GRAnT FunDS, BuT 

AnOTHER OPPORTunITY IS TO APPLY TO THE CITY FOR A TAx 

InCREMEnT REInVESTMEnT ZOnE TO SERVE THE AREA AnD 

TO MEET InFRASTRuCTuRE nEEDS SO THAT DEVELOPMEnT, 

REDEVELOPMEnT AnD ECOnOMIC DEVELOPMEnT CAn TAKE 

PLACE.”

tHe Five CORneRs DistRiCt is HOMe tO 11 HisD CAMPUses, MAnY 
OF wHiCH HAve Been DeeMeD “ReCOGniZeD” OR “exeMPlARY” 
sCHOOls BY tHe texAs eDUCAtiOn AGenCY. 
eiGHt HisD eleMentARY sCHOOls AnD One k-8 CAMPUs: 
windsor village | Hines-Caldwell | Petersen  | Almeda  |  Hobby |  Grissom | Montgomery  | Fondren 
Fondren Principal, Mike Walker, won an HEB Excellence award in May, with a $10,000 prize, 
plus a $25,000 grant for the school.  

David Hawes
General Manager - Five Corners District

MLK Early Childhood Center

new BillBOARD 
CAMPAiGn lAUnCHeD!



District Staff
DAVID  HAWES

General Manager
713.595.1209

info@5CornersDistrict.org

ALLEn GOODLOW
Director of Services
713.595.1244

AGoodlow@5CornersDistrict.org

GRETCHEn LARSOn
Director of  Marketing 

713.595.1215 
GLarson@5CornersDistrict.org

BOARD of DIRECTORS

Homer S. Clark, Chairman 

Melva Thornton, Vice-Chairman

Rita Foretich, Secretary 

nina Springer    

Vernon n. Smith

Abdu Dula

Five CORneRs
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More Info: Officer Johns @713.433.2720

More Info: Becky Morris @713.726.1606

More Info: Linda Scurlock @713.433.5737

wHen HOUstOn CitY COUnCilMAn lARRY GReen 
envisiOns wHAt tHe Five CORneRs COMMUnitY CAn 
Be in 5 tO 10 YeARs, He sees BiG CHAnGes!

“I think we’ll see several projects by the Medical Center 
in the Five Corners District area along Highway 90. We’re 
seeing that now with the Menninger Clinic,” he said. “The 
Medical Center is landlocked and they’re moving south 
because we have, in one area, the most open undeveloped 
land in the city.
 
“You’ll also see several new multi-family units, and we’re 

pressing for Class A,” Green said. “We’re starting to see that happen as well. With Chapter 
42 just passing City Council, you’ll see more density and more residential development 
coming into the area.” Greater density is a key factor in attracting a big supermarket to 
the community, he said, adding that companies like Randall’s, HEB, Kroger and Walmart 
have already been approached. 

“I think you’ll see lots of economic development along 90 as well as along Beltway 8,” he said 
adding that mixed use, commercial and industrial development projects are all likely. 

“Five Corners District has lots of land for industrial growth, and because Beltway 8 is a straight 
shot to the Port of Houston, we’re going to be marketing to some of these companies that do 
business at the port,” Green said.

“The District is looking to brand the area with signage, way finding, esplanade upgrades, lighting 
and design, and so we’re working with Asakura Robinson, architecture and design firm, to put 
that master plan in place,” Green said. “We’re also working with the new public buildings and 
facilities that are coming into the area to make sure they understand that we’re branding the 
area and that there’s a master plan with regards to design and beautification.”
 
Green said construction on a new Madison High School is expected to begin in 2017, and a 
new Dowling Middle School will be underway late next year. Design on a new Houston Police 
Department substation will begin in late 2013 with construction to begin in 2014 he said. 

“On all of those major projects that are coming to the area, we’ll be working with those 

architects and design consultants to make sure they’re in sync with what the District is doing,” 
the councilman said. 

The new police substation may play an indirect role in economic development, addressing one 
of two concerns. “I think the largest impediments to economic development have been two-
fold,” Green said. “One may be perceived crime issues, which I think we’ve done a great job 
of mitigating. The District has set up cameras around the community and they’ve also hired a 
private security detail. Thus, we’ve seen a decrease in crime in Five Corners. With the coming 
of the new HPD police station, that will increase their visibility and police presence. We’re 
anticipating that, too, will help bring crime down.”

Thankfully, the second roadblock has been circumvented as a result of the recent vote by the   
Houston City Council creating a Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone (TIRZ 25). Having the TIRZ 
overlaying the Five Corners District will provide revenue for infrastructure improvement projects, 
Green said. “With regard to the infrastructure, we have some issues with lack of streets, water 
and sewer lines in the area, and for developers to come in, we’ve had to improve,” he said. “The 
council has worked with the mayor’s office of economic development on putting in a much-
needed infrastructure.”

COUnCilMAn GReen 
OUtlines His DistinCt 
visiOn FOR Five CORneRs

Board of Directors Monthly Meeting
3RD FRiDAY At 12 nOOn Hiram Clarke Multi-Service Center 3810 W. Fuqua 

Public safety 1st FRiDAY At 11 A.M. 10103 Fondren, Suite 300

Marketing 1st MOnDAY At 5 P.M. S. Main Estate Park 12526 Zavalla 

environmental & Urban Design
1st MOnDAY At 6 P.M. S. Main Estate Park 12526 Zavalla 

super neighborhood #39 & #40 BiMOntHlY 2nD tHURsDAY! 
next MeetinG is sePt. 12tH At 7 P.M. Hiram Clarke M-SC 3810 W. Fuqua 

PiP meetings 1st MOnDAY Hiram Clarke HPD 4363 W. Fuqua 

sHCCC 3RD tHURsDAY At 7 P.M. Hiram Clarke M-SC 3810 W. Fuqua  

CM Green’s Bridging the Divide community meeting 
4tH tHURsDAY 9:30 AM Hiram Clarke M-SC 3810 W. Fuqua

YMCA board meeting 2nD weDnesDAY At 6 P.M.YMCA 5801 W. Orem

stakeholders meeting sePt. 26 At 7PM tO 8:30 PM 
Fountain of Praise Fountain Life Center Hillcroft at Main

Five Corners District
PO BOx 22167 Houston, Texas 77227

www.5CornersDistrict.org


